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Lava Lace Scarf

Scarf Notes
Individual knitting style and yarn type affect 
the lace, so adjust needle size to get preferred 
results. Lattice lace has slipped stitches, so it 
can be knit a little more loosely.
It is helpful to hang a safety pin at the edge to 
mark beginning of odd numbered rows.
Lace can be worked from written instructions or 
charts.
Wraps-per-inch (wpi) is a way to measure yarn  
size. Without stretching, wrap yarn around a 
ruler for 1" (2.5cm), and count the strands.
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C1203

This Icelandic lattice lace has a texture that 
reminds me of lava rock, and it creates an elegant 
and versatile crescent-shaped scarf. Beginning at 
the rounded bottom edge, the easy-to-memorize 
lace repeats over 3 stitches and 2 rows. It looks 
great in solid colors and works magic with multi-
colored yarns. Samples were knit with one ball, so 
this design is perfect for a special skein of yarn.

Size
Can be customized.

Sample Yarns
50 g (250 yds/225 m) Ístex Einband Lace, 100% 
wool, fingering weight (17 wpi) yarn, Color 9268 
spring green

25 g (232 yds/213 m) S. Charles Luna, 71% kid 
mohair, 20% silk, and 9% Lurex, Shetland weight 
(15 wpi) yarn, Color 23 charcoal gray
 
Needles
Because of its texture, this lace can be knit more 
loosely. Select needles one or two sizes larger than 
recommended for yarn. Sizes below were used for 
samples.

Supplies
Coilless safety pin, tapestry needle, and rustproof 
pins

Optional Supplies
Blocking wires 

Abbreviations  
k knit
p purl
RS right side of scarf
sl slip stitch knitwise
st(s) stitch(es)
WS wrong side of scarf
yo yarn over
[] repeat instructions inside brackets

Yarn Weight Yarn Amount Needles 4" (10 cm) St st Gauge Blocked Size

Fingering 250 yds (225 m) US 5 (3.75 mm) 20 sts 13 x 44" 
16–17 wpi    33 x 112 cm
Shetland/Sport/DK 232 yds (212 m) US 7 (4.5 mm) 16 sts 16 x 46" 
13–15 wpi    40.5 x 117 cm
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Instructions & Chart

CHART

Chart Note
Read chart from right to left. 

Chart Symbols
a  k knit
bb   slip 1 stitch knitwise, knit next 2 stitches, and pass slipped stitch over 2 knit 

stitches to decrease 1 stitch
o  yo yarn over 

Lava Repeat Chart 
Row 2: yo, k2, purl to last 2 sts, k2.

aao   bbo   aao     1
Ending Sts      3-St Repeat        Beginning Sts

INSTRUCTIONS
Cast-on & Beginning
Starts on any multiple of 3 stitches.

Begin at bottom edge, and cast on 21 sts.
Row 1 (WS): yo, knit across. (22 sts)

Start Lava Repeat.

Lava Repeat
Lace repeats over 2 rows, and it increases 2 
stitches on odd rows and 1 stitch on even rows. 
Stitch count only is given for first repeat.

To read lace on the needles, note that the first knit 
stitch after the slipped stitch will be above the yarn 
over on the previous patterning row.

Row 1 (RS): yo, k2, [yo, sl1 knitwise, k2, pass sl st 
over k2] to last 2 sts, yo, k2. (24 sts)

Row 2 (WS): yo, k2, purl to last 2 sts, k2. (25 sts)

Work Rows 1 and 2 for pattern to 175 sts or desired 
size.

Start Ending Border.

Ending Border
Row 1 (RS): purl across.
Row 2 (WS): cast off stitches knitwise.

Finishing
Weave in yarn ends, and trim after blocking.

Knitters Symbols Fonts © XRX, Inc.

Blocking
Soak scarf in water—adding soap appropriate for 
fiber if desired. Rinse, and wrap in towel to blot 
out water. Lay flat, and smooth into shape. If using 
blocking wires, run through eyelets along top, sides, 
and bottom. Pin, and leave in place until thoroughly 
dry. Trim yarn ends.


